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Albin’s “History of the Isle of Wight” offers a fleeting
glimpse of life at that time. The lawns and gardens of
Fernhill House were crowded with respectable parties
of Island inhabitants and inside was hospitality loaded
with tables of delicacies and refreshments.

Follow the cycleway down to the Mill Pond. There are
distant views across to Havenstreet and Ashey Down.
When you reach the bottom of the hill, turn left onto
bridleway N1 until you reach the junction with the High
Street.

Cross the road with care and walk into Mill Square and
on to the Sloop Inn.

11. During the 1960s The Sloop Inn was the venue of

the Island Folk Club. Through its front door passed the

likes of Billy Connelly, Gerry Rafferty, Ralph McTell,
Ewan McColl and Peggy Seeger. Members of Steeleye
Span and Fairport Convention also appeared in various
combinations.

Through the 1960s the legendary Island Folk Song Club
was held every Friday night in the Old Boathouse at the

back of the inn. The pub itself has changed a lot since
those days but at the far end of the bar on the left
overlooking the creek is where the performers would
have stood.

In 1967 there was the phenomenon when the Folk
Song Club was involved with a move for independence
due to the Maud Report on Local Government, which if
implemented, would have placed the Island

under the control of Portsmouth. That was too e'*
much for most Islanders and a move

for independence was planned.

The Folk Song Club brought it to

the forefront of local politics when
Lauri Say wrote the song “UDI for IOW", a
rousing call to arms, with the chorus: \

“We'll pick up our pitchforks and give
them such a fight when we declare

independence on the Isle of Wight!”

With that, the walk ends here!
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The Parish Council wishes to thank
the many people and volunteers who
have supported and helped in
whatever way with the production of
the Walks about Wootton project.
Without them the production of these
leaflets would not have been possible.

This project has been funded by the
Local Heritage Initiative which is a
national grant scheme that helps
local groups to investigate, explain
and care for their local landscape,
landmarks, traditions and culture.
The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF)
provides the grant but the scheme is
a partnership, administered by the
Countryside Agency.
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WOOTTON BRIDGE HELP AND INFORMATION CENTRE
4 & 5 Joanne’s Walk, Brannon Way, Telephone: 884 555
Web address: www.woottonbridge.com
Open: Mon - Fri 0900 - 1300 hours




